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Marine Department Aims for Pier Upgrade to Better

Facilitate Commuters

he Marine Department is moving fast
T to improve Greater Bangkok's water
transportation system, with one major aim
to turn boat piers into boat stations.

The Department has initially planned an
overhaul for eight existing piers in Bangkok
and Nonthaburi under a budget of 39.9
million baht.

The Marine Department also intends to turn
a total of 19 current piers — 16 of which
are under its control, one is privately owned
and two are under the supervision of the
State Railway of Thailand, into boat stations
that are connected with electric train and
other publii:i fransportation systems. The
work is set to begin this year and to
conclude in two years.

In- addition, the Department is working
on the development of all piers to
accommodate the cultural tourism project
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around Rattanakosin island, by
collaborating with other related
agencies, such as the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports, Crown Property
Bureau and Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, under the budget of
nearly 100 million baht.

As parts of its plan, the Department has
already worked on a new boat design
that is similar to a catamaran and is
expected to be operational in June of
this year.

Moreover, the Department has set aside
a 110-million-baht budget to upgrade
safety and other systems at all piers in
2020. After all projects are concluded,
the combined capacity of all boat
stations in Greater Bangkok is set to rise
to 200,000 passengers per day from
the current level of some 40,000

passengers per day.
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