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BMTA on course to overhaul
and improvement
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midst the expansion of the

A

Bangkok Mass Transit Authority
(BMTA) is still working on the
improvement of its service and route

electric rail operation, the

plans in order to help commuters bet-
ter connect with other modes of trans-
port.

One of the BMTA's plans is the
procurement of 189 new NGV buses
in March, following the launch of 300
such vehicles in 2018. The introduction
of NGV buses was parts of the
organization's rehabilitation process
that has been aimed at addressing its

accumulated losses.

Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith,
Minister of Transport, said that he
would ask the cabinet to review its 2013
resolution to authorize the BMTA to
procure 3,183 NGV buses under the
budget of 13.16 billion baht and to
agree with a revised number of 3,000

buses for 21.21 billion baht. He added

that the BMTA would also perform
maintenance on 323 existing buses,
tentatively from March 2019 to January
2020, rent 300 NGV buses to join its
fleet and 400 hybrid buses from
December 2019 as well as 35 electric
vehicles from February 2020.
Moreover, the BMTA plans to purchase
1,453 hybrid buses later.

In addition, the BMTA will need to
re-direct some of existing routes to
cope with the expansion of the city,
which involved more property
development projects and would call
for more transport services to cater to

demand of commuters.

In terms of business operations, the
BMTA will only be the operator while
the regulatory role will go to the
Department of Land Transport, as
suggested in the Cabinet resolution in
September 2017, so that competition
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among public transport operators in
Bangkok and surrounding areas will

be fairer.

Fare increase, adoption of new
technologies and organizational
restructuring have too been planned
to solve the BMTA's ongoing losses.
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